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An Eerie Slide in S.F.

By Jakn Sparey

The rwo-story structurg [eoned eerily info Warren Drive after it collapsed last night



Earth Pushes
New Home
Into Street

By Birney Jorvis

A hillside of carth stipped and
crashed Into 3 new SR bHouse
just below Mount Sutro last night,
spiiling # Inte the sireet like a
tower of cards.

“H was all spic and Span,” said
Mabel One, staring ab the remains
of the twostery hotige af 38
Warren Drive that she bad planned
to move mte this weekend. "Mow
ook at this.”

Four other hiuses in the ates
were evacnated and power was eot
off i ten more s @ result of the
sitde, which pocurred around 7 pamn.

Fire and building officials
were attempting to determine the
capss of the shide. Some officials
speculated that recent construction
wearhy caowsed the eurth to give
way, while athers ikl Uhe grouimd
in e arca hod been unsable for
s Rime.

Following fhe slide, 2 deep
crack appeared on the steep hillsde
behind the house, The house sl
wps pushed onto the sidewalk and
partially into the street, which was
cordened off from traffic.

Fire Chicl Apdy Casper esth
mated damage 0 the house and
stirroinding property ol S0 L

Ong, an executie assmtind 1
Chingtoen  Federal Savimge and
Loen Association. said =he had
purchased the howse twi wevks 250
amd had just mmoved lmo3 Dew
hedroom =4 this week. I is 1he fir=
hiome she's ever owised.

Residents im the S0 binck of
Devorabire Way, up the bill from
Warren, sald the earth began fo
shift Thursday afteraoun, but it did
ot become alarfuing until Akt
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two hoors before the hoose col-
lapsed.

Marvin Barker, 42, who lives at
508 Devonshire, said he noticed the
earth had pulled away about an
inch from a fence in his yard on

Thursday and that by yesterday it
bad pulled back several inches.

“I guess we should Heve done
something Thursday) might,” he
said, “but I thought T was Sesing
thimgs,

“Then sgain, whom would I
have called?"

A Ldyear-old boy playing on
the dopmed hill skortly before the
crash said he hesrd 2 “lownd ticking
goe” from the hoase and went
home tw fetch a portable tape
recorder b record the nose.

Another witness szid he heard
a “low, groaning, crunching nodse,
ke the dying of 4 large animal.”

Several reddents recailed oth-
ef, kess severe earthsiides i the
early 19608, and said o temoyear
buil#ing morgtorium, which bkas
sinee expired, wis impised ar that
Lime,

Joe Walsh, a retires whe
bought kis home ai 35 Warren
Drive inm 1961, sakl heavy ralis
runoing off the steep bill o 162
turmed the winding residential
strect “into a vellow river of mud.

EERIE S.F. SLIDE

There's always been a probiem
here"” he said.

Walsh said contractor: broughst
in carthmoving equipment three
days ago and began excavating at
the hase of (e hill, preparatory Lo
buildimg five new homes

Fire Chisf Andrew Casper aid
it & bikeby that furiher work on the
pew homes will be canceled aatil
so08 engineers defermine the exact
came of the shide,

Iromieally, a large cement re-
taining waf, dedigned (o protect
Miss Ong's house from shdes, ap-
peared 1o be the enly Sructure [eft
inesci



“‘Excavation work probably caused it' Sturday June 2, 1979

Hillside caves |n her house

Dinskde the houss / Page 4

By Carsl Pogash
Five nearbry homes were ovacusted
afler a pew S150.000 hose perched just
below Mount Suiro crumbled  and
coflapeed last might when the hillide
above sid down. Firemen tentatively
bamed pearlyy cxcavation work.

The wood frame, threestory house
had bien bought two wecks ago by
Mabel Omg, a svings andl lean compa
oy employe2 who hes oever owned 2
home bafiore

This morming, her home, with #is
oew light fixtures still in place, wis
leaning cragily imta Warren Drive.

Gilass slierds from shattored sliding
windows ciechs] the Dullding Metal
frames from the windowss were bami
and broken Like wire hangers.

In the slidhe, the second =ory wes
dldvied io ofe dirsstion and the first
#hory in another. Walls are curved now
and ceilings and floors dip and rise |ike
4 fun house 3 40 Tmasement park

Firemen guarded he area today in
pame more land hembles, brealong s
and water mains.

Five: houses, two bebow the crum:
bleh homme amd three on e Diside
above, wene evacuated [ast nighe

The hilkkde soil = parched and
parted, with crevices four o six fesl
deep. Beside the house are two earth-
movers inat had been carving oat jand
for flve naw Bormes,

Battaom Chied Joe Medina said
“The excavation work is probably the
cause of "

On thee hill absgse, whers  heoe
ewpensive homes are being  olosely
waiched, the land fell away and Jefi
five-font drops where there had Deen
none befare

Meighbors skl a minor shifl in the
sl began Thursday, The earhemwers
began working in the area earlier (s
W

Enlmnlr Faul Ghinaa

Mabel Ong's $150,000 dream housa looked like a nightmare this morning
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Why city didn't stap Builders on slide-prone land
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By James A. Finefrock tion, fust & Eriendly, fiveminute chat  hazards, =-te
Early one morning st week city | with developer Ben Simen “1 don't belfove in that area,” sayw
building luspector Harold Lister What happened on Warren Way  Edwapd Chow, the ity enginees who
dropped by ‘he construction @t 09 | pow seems clear 1o oty offichls The  approved building permits for the Fug
Warren, Wiy rext 60 the brund nes | diging of Uwe shiny bolklosers trig  lots adjacent to Ong's home. “We have
housa Mabed Mk planned to mova inle a raseads of carth that shattered  no groumds 1o stop anybody from
ower Uhe weelrnd, nEw home wmwmﬁu:—,w
"Everything was beizkt and clean,” Wuwmﬁnhmﬂ code™ = aTels
recalls Lster,- “The hubdoass ddde't | have been firgventad doe Mok compl: “Uf & good friend come o mie dnd
even have dirt on them." ' outed biupls - S milced ma b5 Jook &t those leta" saym
Lesa than T2 hours lawer, Onsf's But ety sngineess who approved  Frank Lew, who is Chow's boss in the
hotse wes wrecked and the sidieg | abe project npow quetion whether  Burean of Building Inspection, “Td b
earth fill of the sieep hillsde throed |  hglding should have been allowed on  hesitant to budd an (hem.” - -.-
antd i ieast four other homes nearby, | g seep hillside with & history of slides. Mo city officisl made an ondité
m&ﬂ[,ﬂu’n‘mmﬁhﬂtl Thelr ruestions have Enpact beyded mdmmnnw
that “excavation wosa't even un Wy | Warren Wy More than coe-third of - -rl-
mind.” It wis 0ot a requircd inspee- | The City rests on identified landslide —See Page §, CoL I

slide questions
>ome too late

= Fram Page |

‘ay hefore bullding permits were
sped ALy 8 The oty (Hfice of
nviroamental Reoview, ahich de-
e el epginering study of the
R mever saw Ehe shualy,

The ety pelied olmist entirely on
it peperl. eomadisinaed and pobd for
¢ iy portracirs devoboper Simon's
e Copedristbon Co ondd Glan Con-
i tion W Ch

#eln yudlt foar lomses on Warren.
Alugiieg Ong's them sold < renie
2 WA b Gl

This city's behavior i o refiaction of
e svktem works,

"how and his follow plan theckors,
* SN, e STl e By processing
rEdld 1w make Oeld rips The
wironminis review offlee has no

the ullirrste sxpert in the proces,
more an art than a science, aooonding
po Lew. “H's an odueated
s unles e nEkes Swiks chesse il
of thp it Pwith test oles),”

Melther Don Hillohrondt, the soll
engimeer, nor Bea Simon. the contrae
tor, returned repeated phone calls.

W ok k

After the Worren Woy nrea was
graded 2 years a0, slides sl carth

iiing ot lmio the strect. The hillile
wis gracked agaln, this tme with carth
UL ared, acennding (o reskbants in the
arca, 3 Movear building morsorum
was ordered.

Hillebrandts soll ceport moolicns
“shallow slides™ hut suys nothing ahout

technicalty or cconomically feasibie,
developanent of the site shouk! nat be
permitbed,” The CRy's comprehenshe
plan states,

On Jan. 5, 1077, Glan Comstrsction
Eot =n enstronmentsl pealiesl in o
statemient signed by Selina Beily,
The Ciys environmental review offl-
oer, 1t sakd, “The project coald not have




4 significam effect on e environ-
ment.” By ;

. Dol the project capos poapde ar
structures 10 majer geclope higands™
ke standurdized document asked, Be-
lerw, 2 member of Beodic's stalf, wrabe,
~Soil report of leensed engineer wil
b Foflopwerl™

[~

~ Hillebrandt's fire scd raport was

sarling with two los W
he amimnt of open moeava-

]

“MEnor e’ tepe mov enbents a5
will a5 mince shashiog could sl
ceeile iry the surfies sol o e lopes”
B =alidl, partiatariy if these suds are in
a satuentod condith g a streng
earthoirake. Howover, sich moves
ments shauld pot affert (he proposed
residenees , "

Glas Ml foier bomses on Warren
Wiy, the nst of which was Ong's, then
soabel £y renining Yok b Coilkn

Galko fwgsn =eckind peomits for
ihose b lad Soptember. Appreonal
was bwld g, aveoeding W Chow,
becayiso Gilko led  trouhle pesting
Billehrancls soil report from G,

Meansalle, the city Flannimg De-
partint, noling that there had heen &
[revions envimmmental roeviow, siened
uif an tho new proj

report in hood, The City mked for
AT work, o Chow, O
Apcll 3T, Nilebranct reported that he
siood By hin carlier study,

rovjuired a 2ot
hir s=m,

City ircpector Tster said notbees
wers pocted on Warren Way 10 days
hefore extavtion Lesan “Had amy
nelglelsrs callesl e, 1 woehl have
taken acting nmediniely, he sy, <

O swiznbor il noke eracks in
the hllskbe Me slght before (e ide
EMEL hwlnY Rnow wilpome B2 ootliet. -

Tao yeors apn, whe Gl Cos
sriaction bedan exeovutlwe for Ongs
lenesr amel thwe hodte st done, ae
Pullazis “Henpsd thie pun and went,
In there befone bBulding peoniis were
Emaed,” aceordbgg 1o Tasw.

Low =z the cily Foposd Ulan
Cirmn @ Seeial graching perdig ood
impeed "a hite bit of 3 pemaly far
Jumnping tha yfun,” althioagh bl reoorls
ap ficd chear e thie [nftee palod

Thers was 00 lnddide when the
contractor  skirted city  regubatioas:
thire was this tlme when the conirad
o Bpparently compsed. - ¢ 1.

T apeestion refuains Should fpene



